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the main controller 4 and controls the compressors 9 on the
basis of the control setting and the control data.
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FIG.3
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FIG.D
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FIG.10
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FIG.13
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FIG.19
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FIG.21
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1
COOLING SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a cooling system compris-
ing a low-temperature showcase installed in a supermarket or
the like, and a refrigerating machine for supplying refrigerant
to the low-temperature showcase, and particularly to a control
technique for a cooling system having a refrigerating
machine which is freely constructed by selecting main ele-
ments from some types of main elements.

BACKGROUND ART

There has been known a cooling system constructed by
connecting plural low-temperature showcases such as freez-
ing/chilling showcases or the like to a refrigerating machine
in parallel through refrigerant pipes. A plurality of low-tem-
perature showcases as described above are installed in a store
such as a supermarket or the like, and provided to display or
sell foods while freezing or chilling the foods.

In general, the refrigerating machine is configured by
mounting and packaging one or plural compressors and con-
denser fans and a microcomputer for controlling them within
a housing. The microcomputer controls the compressors and
the condenser fans on the basis of a predetermined operation
sequence to construct a refrigeration cycle together with the
low-temperature showcases, thereby cooling the low-tem-
perature showcases.

Recently, from the viewpoint of dealing with environment
problems and reducing the energy cost, much attention has
been recently paid to countermeasures for reducing power
consumption of cooling systems even in stores such as super-
markets, etc. Therefore, a low-temperature showcase is pro-
vided with a microcomputer, an inside temperature sensor
and an electromagnetic valve for controlling flow-in of refrig-
erant, and the microcomputer controls the opening/closing of
the electromagnetic valve so that the inside temperature is
kept to an inside set temperature, thereby increasing the
operation efficiency. Furthermore, even a refrigerating
machine is provided with a low-pressure side pressure sensor
for detecting the refrigerant pressure at the low-pressure side,
and a microcomputer controls a compressor so that the pres-
sure at the low-pressure side is kept to a predetermined set
value, thereby enhancing energy saving performance (for
example, see patent document 1).

Furthermore, there has been recently implemented a cool-
ing system in which the refrigerating machine is controlled to
prevent needless cooling with keeping the inside temperature
of'the low-temperature showcase to the inside set temperature
by cooperating the low-temperature showcase and the refrig-
erating machine with each other, whereby both maintenance
of'the cooling performance of the low-temperature showcase
and enhancement of the energy saving performance of the
refrigerating machine are performed. According to this cool-
ing system, a controller for controlling the operation of the
refrigerating machine is provided, and a proper value is set to
the refrigerant pressure at the low-pressure side of the refrig-
erating machine and output to the refrigerating machine,
whereby the energy saving performance of the refrigerating
machine with keeping the cooling performance of the low-
temperature showcase (for example, see Patent Document 2).

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT

Patent Document 1: JP-A-62-116862
Patent Document 2: JP-A-2004-57347

30

40

45

65

2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

The maximum cooling capacity of the refrigerating
machine is uniquely determined by the capacity of a com-
pressor to be installed or the capability of a condenser to be
installed. On the other hand, the maximum cooling capacity
required at an installation place of the cooling system is
determined by the number of low-temperature showcases
connected to the refrigerating machine, inside set tempera-
ture, environmental conditions such as in-store temperature,
outside temperature, etc. Accordingly, when a cooling system
is installed, a refrigerating machine which has an extra capac-
ity with respect to the required maximum cooling capacity is
selected and installed. In this case, the maximum cooling
capacity is determined every refrigerating machine as
described above, and thus if a maker or the like does not
prepare any refrigerating machine having a proper maximum
cooling capacity which is matched to the environmental con-
dition when the cooling system is installed, a refrigerating
machine having a superfluous maximum cooling capacity
with respect to the proper maximum cooling capacity must be
installed, so that vainness occurs in the cooling capacity.

Therefore, a user or the like freely selects the capacity of a
compressor, the capability of a condenser and/or a condenser
fan which are main elements for determining the maximum
cooling capacity of the refrigerating machine from products
of the same maker or other makers in conformity with the
maximum cooling capacity (thermal load) required under an
environmental condition that they are installed, and combines
the selected products by himself/herself to enable the refrig-
erating machine to be freely constructed, whereby a refriger-
ating machine having the optimum maximum cooling capac-
ity can be constructed (the refrigerating machine as described
above is hereinafter referred to as “rack system refrigerating
machine”). In this rack system refrigerating machine, the
main elements are combined in conformity with the required
maximum cooling capacity, and thus as compared with a
conventional packaged refrigerating machine, a cooling sys-
tem having no needless cooling capacity and a high energy
saving efficiency can be implemented.

However, the thermal load of the low-temperature show-
case is greatly dependent on the environmental conditions
such as the outside temperature, the in-store temperature, etc.
which vary from hour to hour during operation of the cooling
system (hereinafter referred to as “operation environmental
condition”), and thus when the rack system refrigerating
machine is operated under a fixed cooling capacity, needless
cooling is performed under a low thermal load. As described
above, the rack system refrigerating machine is constructed
on the assumption of the optimum cooling capacity, and thus
it is assumed that it is unnecessary to provide means for
cooperating the operation of the rack system refrigerating
machine with the state of the low-temperature showcase.
Accordingly, it has been hitherto impossible to operate the
rack system refrigerating machine in conformity with the
thermal load of the low-temperature showcase.

Furthermore, a microcomputer program for an operation
sequence optimized to the types of main elements such as
installed compressor, condenser fan, etc. (for example, a
method of setting a low-pressure side pressure set value, etc.)
is pre-installed in a microcomputer of a conventional refrig-
erating machine. Accordingly, in order to perform the control
of'achieving an energy saving effect by changing the cooling
capacity in accordance with the thermal load of the low-
temperature showcase in the rack system refrigerating
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machine whose main elements are freely combined, it is
required to estimate all arbitrary combinations of these main
elements and pre-install them as a microcomputer program or
it is required to make the refrigerating machine adaptable to
all arbitrary combinations of the main elements by changing
a part of the microcomputer program. However, it is very
difficult to implement these requirements, and thus it has been
difficult to perform the control of achieving the energy saving
effect by the microcomputer.

The present invention has been implemented in view of the
foregoing situation, and has an object to enable both of main-
tenance of the cooling performance of load facilities such as
a low-temperature showcase, etc. and enhancement of the
energy saving performance of a refrigerating machine in a
cooling system which is freely constructed by selecting main
elements from some types thereof.

Means of Solving the Problem

In order to attain the above object, according to the present
invention, there is provided a cooling system characterized by
comprising: a refrigeration circuit constructed by connecting
a plurality of load facilities in parallel through a refrigerant
pipe to a refrigerating machine that is freely constructed by
selecting main elements determining a cooling capacity from
some types; a main control device for generating and output-
ting control data of main elements constructing the refriger-
ating machine on the basis of a cooling state of the load
facilities; and a main element control device that is configured
to acquire control setting required for control of the main
elements constructing the refrigerating machine, has receiv-
ing means for receiving control data from the main control
device and controls the main elements on the basis of the
control setting and the control data.

Furthermore, according to the present invention, in the
above cooling system, the main control device generates the
control data for defining a target value of the cooling capacity
on the basis of the cooling state, and the main element control
device controls the main elements on the basis of the control
setting so that the cooling capacity of the refrigerating
machine approaches to the target value.

Furthermore, according to the present invention, in the
above cooling system, the control setting is information for
defining capacity control of compressors constructing the
refrigerating machine.

Furthermore, according to the present invention, in the
above cooling system, the main control device acquires a
low-pressure side pressure set value of the refrigerating
machine as a target value of the cooling capacity at a prede-
termined period, determines a cooling state of the load facili-
ties, accumulates the low-pressure side pressure set value and
a determination result of the cooling state to learn an optimum
low-pressure side pressure set value to the same operation
environmental condition, and registers the low-pressure side
pressure set value as the control data into a data base every
operation environmental condition, and the main element
control device receives a detection value of the low-pressure
side pressure of the refrigerating machine to calculate a devia-
tion pressure based on the detection value and the low-pres-
sure side pressure set value received as the control data, and
controls the main elements on the basis of the deviation
pressure and the control setting.

Furthermore, according to the present invention, in the
above cooling system, the control setting is information for
defining capacity control of compressors constructing the
refrigerating machine in accordance with the deviation pres-
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sure between the low-pressure side pressure of the refriger-
ating machine and the low-pressure side pressure set value.

Still furthermore, according to the present invention, in the
cooling system, the load facilities are low-temperature show-
cases that construct a refrigeration cycle with the refrigerat-
ing machine.

Effect of the Invention

According to the present invention, there is provided the
main element control device which acquires the control set-
ting required for the control of the main elements construct-
ing the refrigerating machine, receives the control data based
on the cooling state of the low-temperature showcases and
controls the main elements on the basis of the control setting
and the control data. Therefore, even in the cooling system
having the refrigerating machine which is freely constructed
by arbitrarily selecting the main elements determining the
cooling capacity from some types, the cooling capacity of the
refrigerating machine can be controlled in accordance with
the cooling state of the low-temperature showcases without
providing any microcomputer to the refrigerating machine.
Therefore, both the maintenance of the cooling performance
of the low-temperature showcases and the enhancement of
the energy saving performance of the refrigerating machine
can be implemented.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the construction of a cooling
system according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a main controller.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a data base of the main con-
troller.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a compressor controller.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing the operation of the cooling
system.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing the construction of a cooling
system according to a second embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the main controller.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a capacity
control rule as control setting.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing a compressor controller.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing the operation of the main
controller and the compressor controller.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing the capacity control of the
compressor controller.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing a main controller of a
cooling system according to a third embodiment.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing the operation of the main
controller and the compressor controller.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of low-pressure side pressure set
value varying/leaning processing.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing delay time varying process-
ing.

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing the construction of a cooling
system according to a fourth embodiment.

FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing the main controller.

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing an example of a control rule
as control setting.

FIG. 19 is a diagram showing condensation capacity con-
trol based on control setting.

FIG. 20 is a block diagram showing a condenser controller.

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing the operation of the main
controller and the condenser controller.
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BEST MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Embodiments according to the present invention will be
described hereunder with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the construction of a cooling
system 1 according to an embodiment.

As shown in the figure, the cooling system 1 has a refrig-
eration circuit in which plural low-temperature showcases 7
are connected to a rack system refrigerating machine 3
through a refrigerant pipe 5a as a liquid pipe and a refrigerant
pipe 5b as a gas pipe in parallel, a main controller (main
control device) 4 and a compressor controller (main element
control device) 6.

The rack system refrigerating machine 3 has plural com-
pressors 9, a condenser 11, and a condenser fan 13. Each of
the compressors 9 is a capacity fixed type compressor, the
total capacity, that is, the cooling capacity is variable on the
basis of the number of actuated compressors.

Each of the low-temperature showcase has an expansion
valve (pressure-reducing device) 15 and a cooling unit 17,
and a liquid electromagnetic valve 19 is connected to the
entrance of the expansion valve 15.

The liquid electromagnetic valve 19 is a valve for control-
ling supply of refrigerant to the expansion valve 15, and the
in-case temperature of the low-temperature case 7 based on
the cooling operation of the cooling unit 17 is controlled by
opening/closing the liquid electromagnetic valve 19.

That is, the low-temperature showcase 7 has an in-case
temperature sensor 21 for detecting the in-case temperature
and a microcomputer 23, and the microcomputer 23 stores
upper limit temperature and low limit temperature set at the
upper and lower sides of in-case set temperature and executes
ON-OFF control of opening the liquid electromagnetic valve
19 at the upper limit temperature and closing the liquid elec-
tromagnetic valve 19 at the lower limit temperature. Accord-
ingly, the in-case temperature of the low-temperature show-
case 7 is made to approach the in-case set temperature on
average. Other load facilities such as a cooling/refrigerating
prefabricated case, etc. may be connected to the rack system
refrigerating machine 3 in addition to the low-temperature
showcases. The load facilities are facilities constituting the
refrigerating cycle together with the refrigerating machine.

The rack system refrigerating machine 3 is freely config-
ured so that compressors 9 as main elements for determining
the cooling capacity are freely selected from several kinds of
compressors and combined with one another on the basis of
the required maximum cooling capacity. In this rack system
refrigerating machine 3, it is unnecessary to package the
elements in one housing, and thus the condenser 11 and the
condenser fan 13 may be disposed outdoors while the com-
pressors 9 are disposed indoors, whereby retention ofheat can
be prevented. Furthermore, there is no restriction of the hous-
ing to the installation space, and thus the degree of freedom to
determine the number of compressors 9 can be enhanced.

Furthermore, in this rack system refrigerating machine 3,
the machine types and number of the compressors are
unstable, and thus it is difficult to construct a refrigerating
machine so that a microcomputer is contained in the refrig-
erating machine and the microcomputer controls the capacity
of'each of the compressors 9 so as to achieve energy saving as
in the case of conventional refrigerating machines. Therefore,
in the cooling system 1, a compressor controller (main ele-
ment control device) for controlling the compressors 9 is
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provided separately from the rack system refrigerating
machine 3. The compressor controller 6 controls ON/OFF of
each of plural capacity fixed type compressors 9 on the basis
of'control data from the main controller 4 to vary the capacity,
and the construction of the compressor controller 6 will be
described later.

The main controller 4 is connected to each low-tempera-
ture showcase 7 and the compressor controller 6 through a
communication line 24, and has a microcomputer which is
operated on the basis of a program 25 for defining a prede-
termined operation sequence, a communication device, etc.
The main controller 4 generates and outputs control data for
controlling the cooling capacity of the rack system refriger-
ating machine 3 on the basis of a cooling state of each low-
temperature showcase 7 (cooling degree in the case).

The control data contains control setting for defining a
control rule as to how to control the capacity of the compres-
sors 9 for cooling capacity control (compressor control set-
ting), and a low-pressure side pressure set value as a target
value of low-pressure side pressure as an index value of
cooling capacity.

More specifically, in the rack system refrigerating machine
3, the types and number of compressors 9 are determined
when they are installed, and thus it is impossible to preinstall
a program defining how to control the capacity of the com-
pressors 9. Therefore, in this embodiment, the control setting
which defines the control rule for the capacity control of the
compressors 9 installed in the rack system refrigerating
machine 3 is input from the main controller 4 to the compres-
sor controller 6.

The control setting of this embodiment defines a rule when
the number of compressors 9 to be driven is determined in
accordance with the deviation pressure between the low-
pressure side pressure and the low-pressure side pressure set
value. For example, when the low-pressure side pressure of
the rack system refrigerating machine 3 is lower than the
low-pressure side pressure set value, in order to represent that
the cooling capacity is excessively high, the control is per-
formed so that the number of compressors to be set to ON is
reduced to reduce the capacity. In the control setting, the
number of compressors 9 to be set to OFF at this time is
defined in accordance with the deviation pressure (at the
maximum value, all the compressors are turned off). Like-
wise, this control setting defines the number of compressors 9
to be set to ON in accordance with the deviation pressure in
order to increase the cooling capacity when the low-pressure
side pressure of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 is
lower than the low-pressure side pressure set value (at the
maximum value, all the compressors are turned on).

The target cooling capacity is varied in accordance with
operation environmental condition such as in-store tempera-
ture, out-of-store temperature and a time zone, and thus the
main controller 4 increases or reduces the low-pressure side
pressure set value to generate control data on the basis of the
operation environmental condition so that no needless cool-
ing capacity occurs.

The construction of the main controller 4 will be described
hereunder with reference to FIG. 2.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the functional construc-
tion of the main controller 4.

In this figure, a control unit 40 centrally controls each part
of the main controller 4.

The data base 41 registers the low-pressure side pressure
set value as the control data every operation environmental
condition, and a data base control unit 42 controls reading/
writing from/into the data base 41 concerned. The registration
place of the low-pressure side set value is classified on the
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basis of three conditions of the in-store temperature, the out-
of-store temperature and the time zone which serve as indexes
for determining the operation environmental condition, and
the low-pressure side set values are registered as discrete data
which are classified to plural stages.

The discretization rule in this case is as follows.

In-store temperature Ti (° C.): the range of 0° C. to +35° C.
is classified into eight stages at an interval of 5 deg (actually,
an average value per hour is adopted).

Time zone t: the time is classified into 24 stages at an
interval of one hour.

Accordingly, totally 1920 registration places are constructed.

The in-store temperature Ti and the out-of-store tempera-
ture To of the operation environmental condition are condi-
tions affected by the natural environment. Furthermore, the
cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7 is affected by
not only the natural environment, but the frequency of taking
foods in and out by salesclerk and customers, turn-off of
illumination for energy saving when a store is closed, closing
of'a night cover, etc., however, such a condition can be deter-
mined on the basis of the time zone. When the in-store tem-
perature Ti is lower than 0° C., it is treated as 0° C., and when
the in-store temperature Ti is higher than +35° C., it is treated
as +35° C. When the out-of-store temperature To is lower than
=5° C., it is treated as -5° C., and when the out-of-store
temperature To is higher than +40° C., it is treated as +40° C.

As shown in FIG. 3, optimum low-pressure side pressure
set values which are leaned in connection with the operation
of the cooling system are successively registered in the
respective registration places of the data base 41. At the initial
stage of the installation of the cooling system, a default value
of'the low-pressure side pressure set value is pre-registered as
an initial value of the control data at each registration place of
the data base 41. This default value is set to a value for an
environment in the summer season under which the cooling
capacity is most greatly required, and power consumption is
generally set to a high value because the cooling capacity is
surplus.

A time counter 43 counts the time and outputs the time to
an environmental condition extracting unit 44, and in-store
temperature and out-of-store temperature are input from an
in-store temperature sensor (indoor temperature sensor) 22
and an outside air temperature 27 to a sensor input unit 45, and
output to the environmental condition extracting unit 44. In
this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 1, the in-store temperature
sensor 22 is provided to each low temperature showcase 7,
and the outside air temperature sensor 27 is disposed so that
the ambient temperature of the condenser 11 can be detected.
The environmental condition extracting unit 44 extracts an
operation environmental condition for referring to the data
base 41 (a combination of the in-store temperature Ti, the
out-of-store temperature To and the time zone) from the
respective inputs of the time counter 43 and the sensor input
unit 45 according to the discretization rule.

A showcase communicating unit 46 communicates with
the microcomputer 23 of each low-temperature showcase 7
through the communication line 24. Through this communi-
cation, the deviation temperature between the in-case tem-
perature and the in-case set temperature and the in-store tem-
perature Ti are obtained.

A cooling state determining unit 47 determines the cooling
state of each low-temperature showcase 7 (the cooling degree
in the showcase). Specifically, the cooling state determining
unit 47 calculates average deviation temperature Te (deg) per
fixed time (actually, one hour) from the deviation temperature
transmitted from each low-temperature showcase 7, and
determines whether the average deviation temperature Te is
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equal to or more than a preset threshold value A for all the
low-temperature showcases 7. When the average deviation
temperature Te is less than the threshold value A for all the
low-temperature showcases 7, the determination result of the
cooling state is set as “good”, and when there exists at least
one showcase whose average deviation temperature Te is
equal to or more than the threshold value A, the determination
result of the cooling state is set as “No good”. This threshold
value A is a value for determining whether the average devia-
tion temperature Te is good or not good, and it is set to a value
with which the inside of the low-temperature showcase 7 can
be maintained to a sufficiently good cooling state.

A data temporary registration unit 48 temporarily accumu-
lates a predetermined number of determination results of the
cooling state which are obtained as a result of the operation
based on the low-pressure side pressure set value output to the
rack system refrigerating machine 3 and the low-pressure side
pressure set value. When the predetermined number of deter-
mination results with respect to the same operation environ-
mental condition are accumulated, the optimum low-pressure
side pressure set value to the operation environmental condi-
tion concerned is leaned on the basis of these data, and reg-
istered in the data base 41.

Subsequently, the control setting defining the capacity con-
trol of the compressors 9 is input to the control setting input
unit 50. A specific example of the control setting is described
above. A compressor controller communicating unit 51 out-
puts the control data containing the control setting and the
low-pressure side pressure set value to the controller 6
through the communicating line 24. When the compressor
controller 6 is constructed to hold the control setting, it is
unnecessary to contain the control data into each control data.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the functional construc-
tion of the compressor controller 6.

In this figure, the control unit 60 centrally controls each
part of the compressor controller 6, and also generates a
compressor control signal for controlling ON/OFF of the
compressors 9. For example, it is constructed by a microcom-
puter. The controller communicating unit 61 communicates
with the main controller 4 through the communication line
24, and receives the above control data. Upon reception of the
control data, the control setting and the low-pressure side set
value are achieved. A detection value of the low-pressure side
pressure is input to the low-pressure side pressure sensor
input unit 62 from the low-pressure side pressure sensor 26
provided to the rack system refrigerating machine 3. The
control unit 60 calculates the deviation pressure on the basis
of the low-pressure side pressure set value contained in the
control data and the detection value of the low-pressure side
pressure, and determines the number of compressors 9 to be
turned on/off on the basis of the control setting contained in
the control data, thereby generating a compressor control
signal. The compressor control signal output unit 63 outputs
the compressor control signal to the compressors 9 of the rack
system refrigerating machine 3.

The compressor controller 6 may be provided with the
same construction as the control setting input unit 50 pro-
vided to the main controller 4 so that the control setting is not
input to the compressor controller 6 through the main con-
troller 4, but directly input to the compressor controller 6.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing the operation of the thus-
constructed cooling system 1.

In the cooling system 1, the main controller 4 outputs the
control data containing the control setting and the low-pres-
sure side pressure set value described above to the compres-
sor controller 6, and the compressor controller 6 performs
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capacity control of each compressor 9 of the rack system
refrigerating machine 3 on the basis of the control data.

Atthis time, since the control setting is unclear at the initial
stage that the cooling system 1 is installed, the control setting
based on the construction of the compressors 9 is input to the
main controller 4 by a service man or the like (step S1), and
the power source of the compressors 9 is turned on and
allowed to operate (step S2).

subsequently, the main controller 4 reads out the learned
low-pressure side pressure set value from the data base 41 to
perform the control. At the initial stage that the cooling sys-
tem 1 is installed, the low-pressure side set value has not yet
been learned and thus a default value is used. That is, the main
controller 4 reads out from the data base 5Y41 the default
value ofthe low-pressure side pressure set value for the opera-
tion environmental condition comprising the three conditions
of'the in-store temperature Ti, the out-of-store temperature To
and the time zone t, and outputs the read-out default value as
the control data together with the control setting (step S3).
Furthermore, in order to learn whether the low-pressure side
pressure set value output to the compressor controller 6 is
good or not good, the main controller 4 temporarily stores the
low-pressure side pressure set value in association with the
operation environmental condition (step S4).

When the control data is input to the compressor controller
6, the compressor controller 6 calculates the deviation pres-
sure between the low-pressure side pressure set value con-
tained in the control data and the detection value of the low-
pressure side pressure as described above, determines the
number of compressors 9 to turned on/off on the basis of the
control setting contained in the control data to generate the
compressor control signal, and outputs this compressor con-
trol signal to the rack system refrigerating machine 3. Accord-
ingly, even in the case of the rack system refrigerating
machine 3 having no microcomputer, the capacitance control
of the compressors 9 is implemented on the basis of the
low-pressure side pressure set value transmitted from the
main controller 4.

Thereatfter, the main controller 4 executes the processing of
determining the cooling state of the low-temperature show-
case 7, learning the optimum value of the low-pressure side
pressure set value, generating the control data containing the
low-pressure side pressure set value, etc. in accordance with
variation or non-variation of the operation environmental
condition at a time interval of 1 minute, for example.

That is, the main controller 4 acquired each operation
environmental condition comprising the in-store temperature
Ti, the out-of-store temperature To and the time zone t (step
S5), and determines whether the operation environmental
condition varies or not (step S6). As described above, each of
the in-store temperature Ti and the out-of-store temperature
To are discretized every 5 degree and the time zone t is
discretized every hour, when the variation width of any of the
in-store temperature Ti, the out-of-store temperature To and
the time zone t exceeds a discretization range, it is determined
that the operation environmental condition varies.

When the operation environmental condition does not vary
(step S6: NO), the main controller 4 determines the cooling
state on the basis of the deviation temperature transmitted
from each low-temperature showcase 7 to learn the optimum
value of the low-pressure side pressure set value to this opera-
tion environmental condition (step S7), and associates the
determination result of “good” or “not good” of the cooling
state with the temporarily stored low-pressure side pressure
set value (step S8). When the number of the temporarily-
stored low-pressure side pressure set values and the “good” or
“not good” results of the cooling state reaches a predeter-
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mined number (seven in the example of the figure) (step S9:
YES), the average value of the low-pressure side pressure set
values is registered in the operation environmental condition
of the data base 41 to learn the optimum value (step S10).
When the optimum value is learned, there may be adopted any
learning method of adopting the average value of only the
low-pressure side pressure set values with which the cooling
state is determined as “good” or adopting an average value
after the low-pressure side pressure set value is weighted in
accordance with “good or not good” of the cooling state.

Subsequently, when the cooling state is “good” (step S11:
YES), the main controller 4 determines that there is an extra
cooling capacity for the operation environmental condition at
the present time point, sets the low-pressure side pressure set
value to a value which is increased by a fixed value (for
example, 0.005 Mpa) (step S12), and outputs the thus-set
low-pressure side pressure set value as control data to the
compressor controller 6 (step S13). The compressor control-
ler 6 controls the capacities of the compressors 9 of the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 on the basis of the low-pres-
sure side pressure set value transmitted from the main con-
troller 4. At this time, the low-pressure side pressure set value
is set to a high value, so that the cooling capacity is lowered
and the power consumption is also reduced. According to this
control, when it is determined that there is an extra cooling
capacity in the cooling system 1, the cooling capacity of the
rack system refrigerating machine 3 is lowered to reduce the
power consumption, and also the in-case deviation tempera-
ture of the low-temperature showcase 7 is kept to the neigh-
borhood of a threshold value A.

On the other hand, when the cooling state is “not good”
(step S11: NO), the low-pressure side pressure set value is set
to a value which is reduced by a fixed value (for example,
0.005 Mpa) (step S14), and outputs the thus-set low-pressure
side pressure set value as control data to the compressor
controller 6 (step S14). In the compressor controller 6, the
low-pressure side pressure set value is set to a low value,
whereby the cooling capacity is enhanced and the cooling
state is improved to be good.

When the low-pressure side pressure set value is output as
the control data to the compressor controller 6, the main
controller 4 temporarily stores the “good” or “not good” of
the low-pressure side pressure set value in association with
the operation environmental condition to performing the
learning in step S10 (step S15).

Through the processing as described above, by performing
an annual operation through the cycle of the seasons, low-
pressure side pressure set values having a high power saving
effect which are gradually actually measured under the same
operation environmental condition are successively regis-
tered in the data base 41.

When the operation environmental condition varies in the
determination of step S6 (step S6: YES), the main controller
4 determines whether a low-pressure side pressure set value
proper to this operation environmental condition is registered
in the data base 41 or not (step S16). When it is registered
(step S16: YES), the main controller 4 reads out the low-
pressure side pressure set value concerned from the data base
41 (step S17) to output it to the compressor controller 6 and
temporarily store it in the above steps S13, S15. Accordingly,
the optimum low pressure side pressure set value having a
high energy saving effect which has been already learned for
the operation environmental condition is set and output as
control data.

Furthermore, when no low-pressure side pressure set value
is registered in the data base 41 (step S16: NO), the main
controller 4 regards that the in-store temperature Ti and the
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out-of-store temperature To do not greatly vary at the level of
the time interval of about one minute. Therefore, the main
controller 4 sets the same value as the just-before (before one
minute) low-pressure side pressure set value (step S18), and
performs the output to the compressor controller 6 and the
temporary storage in the above steps S13, S15.

In this embodiment, the main controller 4 transmits the
control data to the compressor controller 6 while the control
setting is contained in the control data, however, the present
invention is not limited to this style. Only at the initial stage,
the control data may be transmitted to the compressor con-
troller 6 while the control setting is contained in the control
data, and stored in the compressor controller 6. Subsequently,
the compressor controller 6 may refer to the stored control
setting to perform the capacity control of the compressors 9.

As described above, according to this embodiment, the
compressor controller 6 is separately provided to the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 which is constructed by arbi-
trarily selecting the compressors 9 as an example of the main
elements in conformity with a requirement for the cooling
capacity when the rack system refrigerating machine 3 is
installed, the compressor controller 6 receives the control
data from the main controller 4, and the compressors 9 are
controlled on the basis of the control data concerned. Accord-
ingly, even in the cooling system having the rack system
refrigerating machine 3, the rack system refrigerating
machine 3 can perform the operation control having the high
energy saving effect in accordance with the cooling state of
the low-temperature showcases 7 without being provided
with any microcomputer.

Furthermore, according to this embodiment, the compres-
sor controller 6 is enabled to acquire the control setting for
defining the control rule of the compressors 9 constituting the
rack system refrigerating machine 3 (compressor control set-
ting) and the low-pressure side pressure set value as a target
value of the control index of the cooling capacity, and thus the
capacity control can be performed without installing the con-
struction of the compressors 9 of the rack system refrigerating
machine 3 and the capacitance control rule as programs or the
like into the compressor controller 6.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 6 is adiagram showing the construction of the cooling
system 1 according to a second embodiment. The same con-
structions as the above embodiment are represented by the
same reference numerals, the duplicative description thereof
is omitted and only different portions will be described in
detail. In the following description, the number of compres-
sors 9 is set to two, however, the number thereofis not limited
to this value.

As in the case of the first embodiment, the cooling system
1 of this embodiment has a refrigeration circuit 2 in which
plural low-temperature showcases 7 are connected to the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 through a refrigerant pipe 5a
as a liquid pipe and a refrigerant pipe 5b as a gas pipe in
parallel, a main controller (main control device) 4 and a
compressor controller (compressor control device) 6. The
compressor controller 6 for controlling the plural compres-
sors 9 constituting the rack system refrigerating machine 3 is
provided separately from the rack system refrigerating
machine 3.

The second embodiment is provided with the refrigeration
circuit 2 in which plural low-temperature showcases 7 are
connected in parallel through the refrigerant pipes 5a, 56 to
the refrigerating machine 3 constructed by freely selecting
compressors (compressors) 9 from some types of compres-
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sors and installing the selected compressors 9, the main con-
troller 4 for generating and outputting control data of the
compressors 9 installed in the refrigerating machine 3 on the
basis of the cooling state of the low-temperature showcases 7,
reception means (controller communicating unit 61) which is
configured to acquire control setting required for capacity
control of the compressors 9 installed in the refrigerating
machine 3 and receives control data from the main controller
4, and a compressor controller 6 for performing the capacity
control of the compressors 9 on the basis of the control setting
and the control data.

According to the second embodiment, in the cooling sys-
tem 1, the main controller 4 may generate, as the above
control data, a delay time whose length corresponds to the
stability of the cooling state of the low-temperature show-
cases 7, and the compressor controller 6 may change the
capacity of the compressor 9 on the basis ofthe control setting
when the state that the capacity of the compressors 9 should
be changed continues over the delay time.

Furthermore, in the cooling system 1, the main controller 4
may generate the control data defining the target value of the
cooling capacity of the compressors 9 on the basis of the
cooling state of the low-temperature showcase, and the com-
pressor controller 6 may change the capacity of the compres-
sors 9 on the basis of the control setting so that the cooling
capacity of the refrigerating machine 3 approaches to the
target value.

Still furthermore, according to the second embodiment, in
the cooling system 1, plural capacity fixed type compressors
9 having different capacities may be installed in the refriger-
ating machine 3, and the compressor controller 6 may per-
form the capacity control by turning on/off each of the com-
pressors 9.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the functional construc-
tion of the main controller 4.

In this figure, the control unit 40 centrally controls each
part of the main controller 4.

The control setting input unit 50 the control setting (com-
pressor control setting) defining the control rule as informa-
tion required for the capacity control to the compressors 9
installed in the rack system refrigerating machine 3 is input to
the control setting input unit 50.

In the rack system refrigerating machine 3, the types (ca-
pacities) and number of the compressors 9 are determined at
the installation time, and thus it is impossible to pre-install a
program defining the capacity control of these compressors 9
into the compressor controller 6. Therefore, according to this
embodiment, the information required for the capacity con-
trol to the compressors 9 installed in the rack system refrig-
erating machine 3 is input as the control setting into the main
controller 4, and input to the compressor controller 6 while
the control setting is contained in the above control data.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of the control rule
used as the control setting (compressor control setting).

As shown in FIG. 8, the associating relationship between
the turn-on/oft of the respective compressors 9 and the total
output is defined in the control rule, and step No. 1, step No.
2, ... are allocated to combinations of the turn-on/off of the
respective compressors 9 from the increasing order of the
total output. That is, when the total output is reduced in
capacity control, step No. smaller than the step No. corre-
sponding to the combination of turn-on/off of the respective
compressors 9 at that time is selected, and the total output can
be reduced by turning on/off each compressor 9 according to
the combination defined by the selected step No. Conversely,
when the total output is increased, larger step No. is selected,
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and each compressor 9 is turned on/off according to the
combination defined by the selected step No., whereby the
total output can be increased.

Here, the rack system refrigerating machine 3 according to
this embodiment is provided with two capacity fixed type
compressors 9 which are different in capacity, and thus four
combinations of on/off state are obtained as shown in the
figure. At this time, when the compressors 9 have the same
capacity, combinations having the same total output occur in
the four combinations, and thus the number of the combina-
tions having different total outputs is reduced. However, by
using compressors 9 having different capacities, the number
of combinations having different total outputs is maximized,
and the total output of the compressors 9 can be minutely
controlled.

The capacity control of the compressors 9 is performed to
prevent occurrence of vainness in refrigerating capacity of the
rack system refrigerating machine 3. In this embodiment, the
refrigerant pressure at the low pressure side of the rack system
refrigerating machine 3 (hereinafter referred to as “low-pres-
sure side pressure”) is used as the index of the cooling capac-
ity, and the capacity control ofthe compressors 9 based on the
capacity control rule is performed to keep the low-pressure
side pressure to a predetermined value (hereinafter referred to
as “low-pressure side pressure set value”). The low-pressure
side pressure set value is set to a just enough value which
enables the cooling capacity of the rack system refrigerating
machine 3 to endure an environment under which the cooling
capacity is most required in summer season.

In this embodiment, the control setting and the low-pres-
sure side pressure set value are determined when the cooling
system 1 is installed, and they are not subsequently varied.
Therefore, in this embodiment, the control setting and the
low-pressure side pressure set value can be held by the com-
pressor controller 6, and the control setting and the low-
pressure side pressure set value are transmitted as control data
at the initial stage when the cooling system 1 is installed and
held in the compressor controller 6.

Returning to FIG. 7, the control setting storage unit 42A
stores the control setting input from the control setting input
unit 50. When the compressor controller 6 can store and hold
the control setting, the main controller 4 is not necessarily
required to have the control setting storage unit 42A.

The showcase communicating unit 46 communicates with
the microcomputer 23 of each low-temperature showcase 7
through the communication line 24. Through this communi-
cation, the deviation temperature between the in-case tem-
perature and the in-case set temperature in each low-tempera-
ture showcase 7 is acquired.

A cooling state stability determining unit 47A determines
the stability of the cooling state of the low-temperature show-
cases 7. This stability is determined on the basis of the degree
of'the time variation of the deviation temperature between the
in-case temperature and the in-case set temperature. For
example, when the variation (increasing rate or decreasing
rate) of the deviation temperature per unit time exceeds a
threshold value at which the in-store temperature is regarded
as varying sharply, it means that the cooling performance of
the low-temperature showcase 7 gets worse unless the cool-
ing capacity of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 is
varied while following the variation of the deviation tempera-
ture. Accordingly, in this case, “bad stability” is determined.
Conversely, when the variation (increasing rate or decreasing
rate) of the deviation temperature per unit time is small, the
cooling state of the low-temperature showcases 7 is hardly
affected even when the following performance of the cooling
capacity of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 to the
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variation of the deviation temperature is bad in some degree,
and thus “good stability” is determined.

The determination of the stability of the cooling state is
executed for all the low-temperature showcases 7, and when
“bad stability” is determined for even one low-temperature
showcase 7, the determination result of “bad stability” is
output from the cooling state stability determining unit 47A.
When “good stability” is determined for all the low-tempera-
ture showcases 7, the determination result of “good stability”
is output from the cooling state stability determining unit
47A.

The opening/closing of the liquid electromagnetic valve 19
provided to the low-temperature showcase 7 is interlocked
with the deviation temperature and further the cooling state
(the cooling degree in the showcase), and thus the stability of
the cooling state of the low-temperature showcases 7 may be
determined on the basis of the opening/closing frequency of
the liquid electromagnetic valve 19. In this case, it is deter-
mined as stability how many times the in-case cooling state of
the low-temperature showcase 7 is shifted between the cool-
ing good state (in-case temperature<in-case set temperature)
and the bad state (in-case temperature>in-case set tempera-
ture) within a predetermined time, and when the in-case cool-
ing state is shifted at a predetermined frequency or more, it is
determined that the stability is bad.

When the stability of the cooling state is good for all the
low-temperature showcases 7, the cooling performance ofthe
low-temperature showcases 7 is not affected even when the
following performance (responsibility) of the cooling capac-
ity of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 to the variation
of the deviation temperature of the low-temperature show-
cases 7 is lowered in some degree as described above. Fur-
thermore, even when the cooling state of the low-temperature
showcases gets worse temporarily, the cooling state may get
good after some time elapses. In such a case, by prohibiting
turn-on/oft of the compressors 9, the power consumption
caused by the turn-on/off of the compressors 9 can be
reduced. Accordingly, in this embodiment, the capacity ofthe
compressors 9 is varied under the state that the low-pressure
side pressure is higher/lower the low-pressure side pressure
set value, that is, when the state that the cooling capacity
should be adjusted by performing the capacity control of the
compressors 9 continues over a predetermined time (herein-
after referred to as “delay time”). When “good stability” is
determined, the delay time is extended by a fixed time to
reduce the following performance, and conversely when “bad
stability” is determined, the delay time is shortened by a fixed
time to enhance the following performance. Accordingly, in
the case of “good stability”, the on/off frequency of the com-
pressors 9 is reduced and thus the energy saving can be
performed. In the case of “bad stability”, the following per-
formance of the cooling capacity is quickly enhanced, and the
cooling state of the low-temperature showcases 7 is excel-
lently kept.

The compressor controller communicating unit 51 outputs
the control data generated by the control unit 40 to the com-
pressor controller 6 through the communication line 24. The
control data concerned contains any of the control setting, the
low-pressure side set value and the indicated value of the
delay time (extended/shortened time).

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the functional construc-
tion of the compressor controller 6.

In this figure, in the compressor controller 6, a control
setting storage unit 72 stores the control setting and the low-
pressure side pressure set value contained in the control data.
A control unit 60 compares the detection value of the low-
pressure side pressure with the low-pressure side pressure set
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value, and changes the capacity of the rack system refriger-
ating machine 3 according to the capacitance control rule of
the control setting when the detection value of the low-pres-
sure side pressure continuously exceeds or falls below the
low-pressure side pressure set value over the delay time.

Specifically, when the low-pressure side pressure is lower
than the low-pressure side pressure set value, it is indicated
that a needless cooling capacity occurs and thus the energy
saving performance is bad. Conversely, when the low-pres-
sure side pressure is higher than the low-pressure side pres-
sure set value, it is indicated that the cooling capacity is
insufficient and thus the cooling performance of the low-
temperature showcases 7 detracts. Accordingly, when the
state that the low-pressure side pressure is higher than the
low-pressure side pressure set value continues over the delay
time, the control unit 60 increments the step No. of the capac-
ity control rule one by one in each case to enhance the cooling
capacity. Conversely, when the state that the low-pressure
side pressure is lower than the low-pressure side pressure set
value continues over the delay time, the control unit 60 dec-
rements the step No. one by one to gradually reduce the total
output, thereby reducing the cooling capacity. Then, the con-
trol unit 60 generates a control signal to actuate only the
compressors 9 of the combination indicated by the step No. A
compressor control signal output unit 63 outputs the com-
pressor control signal concerned to the compressors 9 of the
rack system refrigerating machine 3.

When the control setting and the low-pressure side pres-
sure set value are contained in the control data, the compres-
sor controller 6 is not required to have the control setting
storage unit 72. Furthermore, the compressor controller 6
may be provided with a control setting input unit and a display
unit as in the case of the main controller 4, and the control
setting may be directly input, not to the main controller 4, but
to the compressor controller 6.

next, the operation of the thus-constructed cooling system
1 will be described.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing the operation of the main
controller 4 together with the operation of the compressor
controller 6.

As described above, in the cooling system 1, the main
controller 4 outputs the control data containing the control
setting, the low-pressure side pressure set value and the delay
time to the compressor controller 6, and the compressor con-
troller 6 executes the capacity control of each compressor 9 of
the rack system refrigerating machine 3 on the basis of this
control data.

At this time, at the initial stage that the cooling system 1 is
installed, the control setting is unclear, and thus the control
setting based on the construction of the compressor 9 and the
low-pressure side pressure set value are input to the main
controller 4 by a service man or the like (step S1A), and the
control setting and the low-pressure side pressure set value
are transmitted as the control data to the compressor control-
ler 6 (step S2A). This control data is received by the com-
pressor controller 6 (step S10A), and held in the control
setting storage unit 72 of the compressor controller 6.

Thereafter, the power source ofthe compressors 9 is turned
on so that the compressors 9 is allowed to be operated, and the
compressor controller 6 drives the compressors 9 of the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 according to the capacity
control rule of the control setting to cool the low-temperature
showcases 7.

During the cooling operation of the low-temperature show-
cases 7, that is, during the operation of the cooling system 1,
the main controller 4 acquires the deviation temperature
between the in-case temperature and the in-case set tempera-
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ture from all the low-temperature showcases 7 every fixed
time (for example, 10 seconds to 60 seconds) (step S3A), and
determines the cooling state of each low-temperature show-
case 7 (step S4A). In this determination of the cooling state, as
described above, the stability of the cooling state of each
low-temperature showcase 7 is determined, “good stability”
is determined when the stability of the cooling state is good in
all the low-temperature showcases 7, and “bad stability” is
determined when the stability of the cooling state is bad in
even one low-temperature showcase 7.

When the stability of the cooling state is good (step S5A:
YES), the main controller 4 extends the delay time by only a
time to reduce the following performance of the capacity
control of the compressor 9 to the variation of the cooling
state of the low-temperature showcase 7 for energy saving
(step S6A). Conversely, when the stability of the cooling state
is bad (step S5A: NO), the main controller 4 shortens the
delay time by only b time to enhance the following perfor-
mance of the capacity control of the compressor 9 and keep
the cooling performance of the low-temperature showcase 7
(step S7A). The a time and the b time may be set to the same
time or different times.

When the main controller 4 determines the delay time on
the basis of the cooling state of the low-temperature showcase
7 as described above, the main controller 4 transmits the
indication value of the delay time as the control data to the
compressor controller 6 (step S8A). Then, the main controller
4 returns the processing procedure to step S3 to monitor the
cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7.

Accordingly, the indication value of the delay time reflect-
ing the cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7 is
received as the control data by the compressor controller 6
(step S11A), and the capacity control of the compressor 9
which reflects the delay time is executed in the compressor
controller 6.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing the capacity control of the
compressor controller 6.

As shown in FIG. 11, the compressor controller 6 acquires
the low-pressure side pressure from the low-pressure side
pressure sensor 26 of the rack system refrigerating machine 3
every fixed time (step S20A), and compares the low-pressure
side pressure with the low-pressure side pressure set value
(step S21A). When the low-pressure side pressure exceeds
the low-pressure side pressure set value and the cooling
capacity of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 lacks
(step S21A: YES), it is determined that this state continues
over the above delay time (step S22A). When the state does
not continue (step S22A: NO), the processing procedure is
returned to the step S20A to avoid needless on/off, and when
the state continues (step S22A: YES), the step No. of the
capacity control rule is incremented by one to increase the
cooling capacity and keep the cooling performance of the
low-temperature showcase 7 (step S23A), and the compres-
sor control signal based on this capacity control rule is gen-
erated and output to the compressors 9 (step S24A).

Furthermore, when the low-pressure side pressure is lower
than the low-pressure side pressure set value and thus an extra
cooling capacity occurs in the rack system refrigerating
machine 3 (step S21A: NO), it is determined whether this
state continues over the above delay time (step S25A). When
the state does not continue (step S25A: NO), the processing
procedure is returned to the step S20 to avoid needless
ON/OFF. When the state continues (step S25A: YES), the
step NO. of the capacity control rule is decremented by one to
reduce the cooling capacity and reduce the power consump-
tion of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 (step S26A),
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and the compressor control signal based on this capacity
control rule is generated and output to the compressor 9 (step
S24A).

The low-pressure side pressure set value as a determination
criterion is provided with hysteresis when it is determined
whether the low-pressure side pressure exceeds the low-pres-
sure side pressure set value or not. That is, when the low-
pressure side pressure exceeds a pressure which is higher than
the low-pressure side pressure set value by only a predeter-
mined value, “overrun” is determined. When the low-pres-
sure side pressure falls below a pressure which is lower than
the low-pressure side pressure set value by only a predeter-
mined value, “underrun” is determined. The predetermined
values may be transmitted from the main controller 4 to the
compressor controller 6 together with the low-pressure side
pressure set value or pre-installed into the program of the
compressor controller 6.

As described above, according to this embodiment, the
control setting (compressor control setting) required for the
capacity control of the compressors 9 installed in the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 can be acquired, and the com-
pressor controller 6 which receives the control data based on
the cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7 from the
main controller 4 and controls the compressors 9 on the basis
of'the control setting and the control data is provided. There-
fore, even in the cooling system having the rack system refrig-
erating machine 3 which is configured by arbitrarily selecting
the compressors 9 from some types of compressors and freely
installing the selected compressors 9, the cooling capacity of
the rack system refrigerating machine 3 can be controlled in
accordance with the cooling state of the low-temperature
showcase 7 without providing any microcomputer to the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 concerned. Therefore, both
the maintenance of the cooling performance of the low-tem-
perature showcase 7 and the enhancement of the energy sav-
ing performance of the refrigerating machine can be imple-
mented.

Particularly, according to this embodiment, the main con-
troller 4 generates the delay time having the length corre-
sponding to the stability of the cooling state of the low-
temperature showcase 7 as the control data, and outputs the
delay time to the compressor controller 6. The compressor
controller 6 changes the capacities of the compressors 9 on
the basis of the control setting when the state that the total
output of the compressors 9 should be changed continues over
the delay time. Therefore, when the cooling state of the low-
temperature showcase 7 is stable, the on/off frequency of the
compressors 9 is suppressed to enhance the energy saving
performance. When the cooling state is not stable, the follow-
ing performance of the cooling capacity of the rack system
refrigerating machine 3 to the variation of the cooling state of
the low-temperature showcase 7 is enhance, whereby the
cooling performance of the low-temperature showcase 7 can
be kept excellently.

Furthermore, according to this embodiment, the rack sys-
tem refrigerating machine 3 is constructed by installing plural
capacity fixed type compressors 9 having different capacities,
and the capacity control is performed by turning on/off the
respective compressors 9. Therefore, the total output can be
varied at the same number as the number of the turn-on/off
combinations of the compressors 9, and the number of difter-
ent total outputs can be made larger as compared with the case
where compressors having the same capacity are contained.

Third Embodiment

The construction of the cooling system 1 according to a
third embodiment is the same as the cooling system 1 shown
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in FIG. 6. The constituent elements corresponding to those of
each of the above embodiments are represented by the same
reference numerals, and the duplicative description thereof'is
omitted. Only different portions will be described in detail. In
the following description, the number of compressors 9 is set
to two, however, the number of the compressors 9 is not
limited to this value.

In this cooling system 1, the compressor controller 6 per-
forms the capacity control by turning on/off each of plural
compressors 9 on the basis of the control setting as informa-
tion required for the capacity control of the compressors 9, the
low-pressure side pressure set value from the main controller
4 and the delay time.

The third embodiment is provided with the refrigeration
circuit 2 fin which plural low-temperature showcases 7 are
connected in parallel through refrigerant pipes 5a and 56 to a
refrigerating machine 3 constructed by arbitrarily selecting
compressors 9 from some types of compressors and installing
the selected compressors 9, a main controller 4 for setting and
outputting a low-pressure side pressure set value as a set value
of'the low-pressure side of the refrigerating machine 3 on the
basis of the cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7,
reception means (controller communicating unit 61) which is
configured to acquire control setting required for capacity
control to compressors 9 installed in the refrigerating
machine 3 and receives the low-pressure side pressure set
value from the main controller 4, and a compressor controller
6 for performing the capacity control of the compressors 9 on
the basis of the control setting and whether the refrigerant
pressure of the low-pressure side is larger or smaller than the
low-pressure side pressure set value.

Furthermore, in the cooling system 1, the main controller 4
sets and outputs the delay time whose length corresponds to
the stability of the cooling state of the low-temperature show-
case 7, and the compressor controller 6 may change the
capacity of the compressors 9 when the state that the refrig-
erant pressure of the low-pressure side exceeds the low-pres-
sure side pressure set value or the state that the refrigerant
pressure of the low-pressure side falls below the low-pressure
side pressure set value continues over the delay time.

According to the third embodiment, the cooling system 1
may be equipped with a data base which learns the optimum
low-pressure side pressure set value every operation environ-
mental condition defining the operation environment of the
cooling system 1 and registers the result of the learning.

The main controller 4 generates the low-pressure side pres-
sure set value and the delay time for controlling the cooling
capacity of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 on the
basis of the cooling state of each low-temperature showcase
7, and outputs them to the compressor controller 6.

The low-pressure side pressure set value represents an
index for the cooling capacity required to the rack system
refrigerating machine 3, and the capacity control of the com-
pressors 9 is executed on the basis of whether the low pressure
side pressure is larger or smaller than the low-pressure side
pressure set value. That is, when the low-pressure side pres-
sure is larger than the low-pressure side pressure set value, it
is indicated that surplus occurs in the cooling capacity. In this
case, the cooling capacity is reduced for energy saving, and
the total output of the compressors 9 is reduced. Conversely,
when the low-pressure side pressure is smaller than the low-
pressure side pressure set value, it is indicated that the cooling
capacity lacks. In this case, the cooling capacity is increased
and the total output of the compressors 9 is increased to keep
the cooling performance of the low-temperature showcase 7
excellent.
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The delay time is a parameter for varying the following
performance (responsibility) of the cooling capacity of the
rack system refrigerating machine 3 to the variation of the
cooling state in accordance with the stability of the cooling
state of the low-temperature showcase 7. The stability of the
cooling state is estimated on the basis of the time variation of
the cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7, and
“good” or “not good” of the cooling state of the low-tempera-
ture showcase 7 is estimated on the basis of whether the
in-case temperature is larger than the in-case set temperature
or not.

When the stability of the cooling state in the low-tempera-
ture showcase 7 is good, the cooling performance of the
low-temperature showcase 7 is not affected even when the
following performance of the cooling capacity of the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 to the time variation of the
cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7 is reduced in
some degree. Furthermore, even when the cooling state of the
low-temperature showcase 7 gets worse temporarily, the
cooling state may get better after some time elapses. In such
a case, the compressors 9 are prohibited from being turned
on/off, whereby the effect of reducing the power consumption
in connection with the turn-on/off is expected. In this embodi-
ment, attention is paid to this point as in the case of the second
embodiment, and the same control as the second embodiment
is performed.

That is, the state that the low-pressure side pressure higher/
lower than the low-pressure side pressure set value, that is, the
state that the cooling capacity should be adjusted by perform-
ing the capacity control of the compressors 9 continues over
the delay time, the capacity of the compressor 9 is made
variable. When “good stability” is determined, the delay time
is extended by a fixed time to lower the following perfor-
mance. Conversely, when “bad stability” is determined, the
delay time is shortened by a fixed time to enhance the follow-
ing performance.

Here, the cooling capacity required to the rack system
refrigerating machine 3 is varied in accordance with the
operation environmental conditions such as the in-store tem-
perature, the out-of-store temperature and the time zone.
Therefore, the main controller learns, every operation envi-
ronmental condition, optimum low-pressure side pressure set
values at which no needless cooling capacity occurs, and
accumulates these values as a data base. The functional con-
struction of the main controller 4 having the above construc-
tion will be described with reference to FIG. 12.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing the functional con-
struction of the main controller 4.

The main controller 4 is the same as the main controller 4
according to the first embodiment except that it has a cooling
state stability determining unit 47A and also uses a delay
time.

The cooling state stability determining unit 47A deter-
mines the stability of the cooling state of the low-temperature
showcase 7. This stability is determined on the basis of the
degree of the time variation of the deviation temperature
between the in-case temperature and the in-case set tempera-
ture. For example, when the variation (increasing rate or
decreasing rate) of the deviation temperature per unit time
exceeds a threshold value at which the in-case temperature is
regarded as sharply varying, it means that the cooling perfor-
mance of the low-temperature showcase 7 gets worse unless
the cooling capacity of the rack system refrigerating machine
3 is varied while following the variation of the deviation
temperature. Accordingly, in this case, “bad stability” is
determined. Conversely, when the variation (increasing rate
or decreasing rate) of the deviation temperature per unit time
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is small, the cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7
is hardly affected even when the following performance of the
cooling capacity of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 to
the variation of the deviation temperature is bad in some
degree, and thus “good stability” is determined.

The determination of the stability of the cooling state is
executed for all the low-temperature showcases 7, and when
“bad stability” is determined for even one low-temperature
showcase 7, the determination result of “bad stability” is
output from the cooling state stability determining unit 47A.
When “good stability” is determined for all the low-tempera-
ture showcases 7, the determination result of “good stability”
is output from the cooling state stability determining unit
47A.

The opening/closing of the liquid electromagnetic valve 19
provided to the low-temperature showcase 7 and the determi-
nation result of the cooling state determining unit 47 are
interlocked with the deviation temperature, and thus the sta-
bility of the cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7
may be determined on the basis of the opening/closing fre-
quency of the liquid electromagnetic valve 19 and the time
variation of “good” or “not good” (whether “good” and “not
good” are shifted to each other at a predetermined frequency
or more within a predetermined time).

The control setting (compressor control setting) required
for the capacitance control of the compressors 9 is input to the
control setting input unit 50. The compressor controller com-
municating unit 51 outputs the control setting, the low-pres-
sure side pressure set value and the delay time to the com-
pressor controller 6 through the communication line 24.

More specifically, in the rack system refrigerating machine
3, the types (capacities) and number of the compressors 9 are
determined when the rack system refrigerating machine 3 is
installed, and thus it is impossible to preinstall a program
defining the capacitance control of these compressors 9 in the
compressor controller 6. Therefore, according to this embodi-
ment, information required for the capacity control on com-
pressors 9 installed in the rack system refrigerating machine
3 is input as control setting into the main controller 4, and
input to the compressor controller 6 through the communica-
tion line 24 by communications.

The control rule used as the control setting is the same as
the control rule of the second embodiment (see FIG. 8).

The functional construction of the compressor controller 6
is the same as that of FIG. 9. That is, the controller commu-
nicating unit 61 communicates with the main controller 4
through the communication line 24, receives the control set-
ting, the low-pressure side pressure set value and the delay
time, the control setting storing unit 72 stores the control
setting and the low-pressure side pressure sensor input unit 62
is supplied with the detection value of the low-pressure side
pressure from the low-pressure side pressure sensor 26 pro-
vided to the rack system refrigerating machine 3. The control
unit 60 compares the detection value of the low-pressure side
pressure with the low-pressure side pressure set value, and
when the detection value of the low-pressure side pressure
continues to exceed or fall below the low-pressure side pres-
sure set value over the delay time, the control unit 60 changes
the capacity of the rack system refrigerating machine 3
according to the capacity control rule of the control setting.

When the control setting is transmitted from the main
controller 4 together with the low-pressure side pressure set
value and the delay time while they are contained in each
transmission operation, it is unnecessary for the compressor
controller 6 to have the control setting storing unit 72.
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Next, the operation of the thus-constructed cooling system
1 will be described.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing the operation of the main
controller 4 together with the operation of the compressor
controller 6.

Atthe initial stage that the cooling system 1 is installed, the
control setting is unclear, and the control setting based on the
construction of the compressors 9 is input to the main con-
troller 4 by a service man or the like (step S1B), and this
control setting is transmitted to the compressor controller 6
(step S2B). This control setting is received by the compressor
controller 6 (step S10B), and held in the control setting stor-
ing unit 72 of the compressor controller 6. Thereafter, the
power source of the compressors 9 is turned on and allowed to
be operated.

Atthe first operation start time after the cooling system 1 is
installed, the default value is used because the low-pressure
side pressure set value has not yet been learned. That is, the
main controller 4 reads out from the data base 41 the default
value of the low-pressure side pressure set value correspond-
ing to the operation environmental condition comprising the
three conditions of the in-store temperature Ti, the out-of-
store temperature To and the time zone t, and outputs the
default value to the compressor controller 6 together with the
default value of the delay time (step S3B). The low-pressure
side pressure set value and the delay time are received by the
compressor controller 6 (step S11B), the capacity control of
the compressors 9 is executed on the basis of these values. The
operation under the capacity control will be described inmore
detail later. In step S3B, when a low-pressure side pressure set
value is output to the compressor controller 6, the main con-
troller 4 learns “good” or “not good” of the low-pressure side
pressure set value and thus temporarily stores the low-pres-
sure side pressure set value in association with the operation
environmental condition.

Thereafter, the main controller 4 executes the low-pressure
side pressure set value varying/learning processing (step
S4B) and the delay time varying processing (step S5B) every
fixed time (for example, from 10 seconds to 60 seconds).

The low-pressure side pressure set value varying/learning
processing is the processing of varying the low-pressure side
pressure set value in accordance with the variation of the
operation environmental condition and learning the optimum
low-pressure side pressure set value on the basis of “good” or
“not good” of the cooling state of the low-temperature show-
case 7. In this processing, the varied low-pressure side pres-
sure set value is transmitted from the main controller 4, and
the low-pressure side pressure set value is received by the
compressor controller 6 and reflected to the capacity control.

The delay time varying processing is the processing of
varying the delay time in accordance with the stability of the
cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7. The delay
time varied in this processing is transmitted from the main
controller 4, and the delay time concerned is received by the
compressor controller 6 and reflected to the capacity control.

Next, the details of the low-pressure side pressure set value
varying/leaning processing will be described.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of the low-pressure side pressure set
value varying/learning processing.

The main controller 4 first acquires the operation environ-
mental condition comprising the in-store temperature Ti, the
out-of-store temperature To and the time zone t (step S20B),
and determines whether the operation environmental condi-
tion varies or not (step S21B). As described above, the in-
store temperature Ti and the out-of-store temperature To are
varied every 5 degrees, the time zone t is discretized every
hour, and when the variation width of any of the in-store
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temperature Ti, the out-of-store temperature To and the time
zone t exceeds the discretization range, it is determined that
the operation environmental condition varies.

When the operation environmental condition does to vary
(step S21B: NO), in order to learn the optimum value of the
low-pressure side pressure set value to this operation envi-
ronmental condition, the main controller 4 determines the
cooling state on the basis of the deviation temperature trans-
mitted from each low-temperature showcase 7 (step S22B),
and associates the result of “good or not good” of the cooling
state with the temporarily stored low-pressure side pressure
set value (step S23B). When the number of the temporarily
stored low-pressure side pressure set value and the result of
“good or not good” of the cooling state reaches a predeter-
mined number (seven in the example of the figure) (step
S24B: YES), the average value of the low-pressure side pres-
sure set value is registered in the operation environmental
condition of the data base 41 to perform the leaning of the
optimum value (step S25B). When this optimum value learn-
ing is executed, there may be adopted any learning method of
adopting the average value of only low-pressure side pressure
set values which provide the “good” cooling state or adopting
the average value after the low-pressure side set values are
weighted in accordance with “good or not good” of the cool-
ing state.

Subsequently, when the cooling state is “good” (step S26B:
YES), the main controller 4 determines that there is an extra
cooling capacity to the operation environmental condition at
the present time, sets the low-pressure side pressure set value
to a value increased by a fixed value (for example, 0.005 Mpa)
(step S27B), and outputs the thus-set low-pressure side pres-
sure set value to the compressor controller (step S28B). The
compressor controller 6 controls the capacity of the compres-
sors 9 of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 on the basis
of the low-pressure side pressure set value transmitted from
the main controller 4. At this time, the low-pressure side
pressure set value is set to a high value, whereby the cooling
capacity is lowered and the consumption power is reduced.
When it is determined that there is an extra cooling capacity
in the cooling system through this control, the cooling capac-
ity of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 is lowered and
the consumption power is reduced, and also the in-case devia-
tion temperature of the low-temperature showcase 7 is kept to
the neighborhood of the threshold value A.

On the other hand, when the cooling state is “not good”
(step S26B: NO), the low-pressure side pressure set value is
set to a value which is reduced by a fixed value (for example,
0.005 Mpa) (step S29B), and the thus-set low-pressure side
pressure set value is output to the compressor controller 6
(step S28B). In the compressor controller 6, the low-pressure
side pressure set value is set to a low value, whereby the
cooling capacity is enhanced and the cooling state is
improved to a “good” state.

When outputting the low-pressure side pressure set value
to the compressor controller 6, the main controller 4 tempo-
rarily stores the “good or not good” of the low-pressure side
pressure set value in association with the operation environ-
mental condition to learn the “good or not good” of the
low-pressure side pressure set value in step S25B (step
S30B).

Through the processing as described above, the machine is
operated for each year through shift of seasons, whereby
low-pressure side pressure set values having a high power
saving effect which are gradually obtained by actual measure-
ments for the same operation environmental condition are
successively registered in the data base 41.
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On the other hand, when it is determined in step S21B that
the operation environmental condition varies (step S21B:
YES), the main controller 4 determines whether the proper
low-pressure side pressure set value is registered in the data
base 41 for this operation environmental condition (step
S31B). When it is registered (step S31B: YES), the main
controller 4 reads out the low-pressure side pressure set value
concerned from the data base 41 (step S32B), and outputs and
temporarily stores the low-pressure side pressure set value to
the compressor controller 6 in step S28B and S30B. Accord-
ingly, the optimum low-pressure side pressure set value hav-
ing the high energy saving effect which has been already
learned for the operation environmental condition is set and
output as control data.

Furthermore, when no low-pressure side pressure set value
is registered in the data base 41 (step S31B: NO), the main
controller 4 regards that the in-store temperature Ti and the
out-of-store temperature To does not greatly vary for about
one minute, sets the same value as the just-before (before one
minute) low-pressure side pressure set value (step S33), and
outputs the value concerned to the compressor controller and
temporarily stores it in the above steps S28B, S30B.

Next, the details of the delay time varying processing will
be described.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing the delay time varying
processing.

The main controller 4 first acquires the deviation tempera-
ture between the in-case temperature and the in-case set tem-
perature from all the low-temperature showcases 7 (step
S40B), and determines the cooling state of each low-tempera-
ture showcase 7 (step S41B). In the determination of the
cooling state, as described above, the stability of the cooling
state of each low-temperature showcase 7 is determined.
When the stability of the cooling state is good for all the
low-temperature showcases 7, “good stability” is determined,
and when the stability of the cooling state is bad for even one
low-temperature showcase 7, “bad stability” is determined.

When the stability of the cooling state is good (step S42B:
YES), the main controller 4 extends the delay time by only a
time in order to lower the following performance of the capac-
ity control of the compressors 9 to the variation of the cooling
state of the low-temperature showcases 7 for the energy sav-
ing (step S43B). Conversely, when the stability of the cooling
state is bad (step S42B: NO), the main controller 4 shortens
the delay time by only b time in order to enhance the follow-
ing performance of the capacity control of the compressors 9
and keep the cooling performance of the low-temperature
showcases 7 (step S44B). The a time and the b time may be set
to the same time or different times.

When determining the delay time on the basis of the cool-
ing state of the low-temperature showcases 7 as described
above, the main controller 4 transmits the delay time con-
cerned to the compressor controller 6 (step S45B).

The capacity control of the compressor controller 6 is
identical to the control shown in FIG. 11.

As described above, this embodiment is provided with the
compressor controller 6 which is configured to acquire the
control setting (compressor control setting) required for the
capacity control of the compressors 9 installed in the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 and receives the low-pressure
side pressure set value based on the cooling state of the
low-temperature showcases 7 from the main controller 4 to
control the compressors 9 on the basis of the control setting
and the low-pressure side pressure set value. Therefore, even
in the cooling system 1 having the rack system refrigerating
machine 3 constructed by arbitrarily selecting the compres-
sors from some types of compressors and freely installing the
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selected compressors, the cooling capacity of the rack system
refrigerating machine 3 can be controlled on the basis of the
low-pressure side pressure set value according to the cooling
state of the low-temperature showcases 7 without providing
any microcomputer to the rack system refrigerating machine
3. Therefore, both the maintenance of the cooling perfor-
mance of the low-temperature showcases 7 and the enhance-
ment of the energy saving of the refrigerating machine can be
implemented.

Particularly, according to this embodiment, the main con-
troller 4 outputs to the compressor controller 6 the delay time
whose length is set to the length corresponding to the stability
of the cooling state of the low-temperature showcases 7.
When the state that the total output of the compressors 9
should be changed continues over the delay time, the com-
pressor controller 6 changes the capacity of the compressors
9 on the basis of the control setting. Therefore, when the
cooling state ofthe low-temperature showcases 7 is stable, the
turn-on/oft frequency of the compressors 9 is suppressed to
enhance the energy saving performance, and when the cool-
ing state is not stable, the following performance of the cool-
ing capacity of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 to the
variation of the cooling state of the low-temperature show-
cases 7 is enhanced, thereby keeping the cooling performance
of the low-temperature showcases 7 excellent.

Furthermore, this embodiment is configured to be provided
with the data base 41 that learns the low-pressure side pres-
sure set value for suppressing the power consumption of the
rack system refrigerating machine 3 every environmental
condition of the cooling system 1 without keeping the cooling
performance of the low-temperature showcases 7 excellent,
and registers the learning result. Therefore, when the refrig-
erating machine afterwards falls into the operation environ-
mental condition concerned, the low-pressure side pressure
set value can be quickly adjusted to the optimum low-pres-
sure side pressure set value.

Fourth Embodiment

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing the construction of the cool-
ing system 1 according to a fourth embodiment. The constitu-
ent elements corresponding to each embodiment described
above are represented by the same reference numerals, and
the duplicative description thereof is omitted. Only different
portions will be described in detail.

This cooling system has a condenser controller (condenser
control device) 8 in place of the compressor controller 6. The
rack system refrigerating machine 3 has plural compressors 9,
a condenser (condenser) 11, plural condenser fans (fans for
condensers) 13, and a high-pressure side pressure sensor 28
for detecting the pressure of refrigerant at a high pressure
side, and the condenser 11 is a condenser which can be
variably controlled in accordance with the number of con-
denser fans 13 to be operated. In the following description,
the number of condenser fans 13 is set to six, however, the
number of the condenser fans 13 is not limited to this value.

The fourth embodiment is provided with a refrigeration
circuit in which plural low-temperature showcases 7 are con-
nected in parallel through refrigerant pipes 5a and 556 to a
refrigerating machine 3 constructed by arbitrarily selecting
condensers 11 or/and condenser fans 13 from some types and
freely installing the selected condensers 11 or/and condenser
fans 13, a main controller 4 for generating and outputting
control data for varying the condensation performance of the
condensers 11 installed in the refrigerating machine 3 and
outputting the control data, and a condenser controller 8
which is configured to acquire control setting required to
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control condensation performance to the condensers 11
installed in the refrigerating machine 3, has receiving means
(controller communicating unit 81 described later) for receiv-
ing control data from the main controller 4, and controls the
condensation performance of the condensers 11 on the basis
of the control setting and the control data.

Furthermore, in the cooling system 1, the set values of
cut-in and cut-off for each of the plural condenser fans 13
installed in the refrigerating machine 3 are defined on the
basis of the high-pressure side pressure of the refrigerating
machine 3 in the control setting. The main controller 4 gen-
erates, as the control data, data obtained by varying the set
values of the cut-in and cut-off of each of the condenser fans
13 on the basis of the cooling state of the low-temperature
showcases 7, and the condenser controller 8 may vary the
condensation performance of the condensers 11 by turning on
or off each of the condenser fans 13 on the basis of the control
setting, the control data and the high-pressure side pressure of
the refrigerating machine 3.

The rack system refrigerating machine 3 is constructed by
freely selecting condensers 11 and condenser fans 13 as main
elements for determining the cooling capacity from some
types on the basis of the maximum cooling capacity required
for the cooling system 1 and freely installing the selected
condensers 11 and condenser fans 13. In this rack system
refrigerating machine 3, it is unnecessary to package the
constituent elements in one housing. Therefore, for example,
there may be adopted such a layout that the compressors 9 are
disposed indoors and the condensers 11 and the condenser
fans 13 are disposed outdoors, whereby heat retention can be
prevented. Furthermore, since there is no restriction of the
housing to the installation space, the degree of freedom when
the types of the condensers 11 and the condenser fans 13 and
the number of the condenser fans 13 are determined is
enhanced.

In the system refrigerating machine 3 described above, the
types of the condensers 11 and the condenser fans 13 and the
number of the condenser fans 13 are unstable, and thus it is
difficult that a microcomputer is internally provided and the
condensation performance of the condensers 11 is controlled
by the microcomputer so as to obtain the energy saving effect
as in the case of a conventional refrigerating machine. There-
fore, in the cooling system 1 of this embodiment, the con-
denser controller 8 for controlling the condensation capacity
of plural condensers 11 provided to the rack system refriger-
ating machine 3 are provided separately from the rack system
refrigerating machine 3.

The main controller 4 generates control data for controlling
the condensation capacity of the condensers 11 of the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 on the basis of the cooling
state of each low-temperature showcase 7 and outputs the
control data to the condenser controller 8, and the condenser
controller 8 turns on/off each of the plural condenser fans 13
onthe basis of the control data from the main controller 4. The
detailed construction thereof will be described later.

FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing the functional con-
struction of the main controller 4.

In this main controller 4, control setting (condenser control
setting) defining information required for the condensation
capacity control of the condensers 11 installed in the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 is input to the control setting
input unit 50.

More specifically, in the rack system refrigerating machine
3, the types of the condensers 11 and the number of the
condenser fans 13 are determined when they are installed, and
thus it is impossible to preinstall a program defining the
condensation capacity control of the condensers 11 in the
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condenser controller 8. Therefore, in this embodiment, the
information required for the condensation capacity control of
the condensers 11 installed in the rack system refrigerating
machine 3 is input as control setting into the main controller
4, and the control setting is input to the condenser controller
8 with being contained in the control data.

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing an example of the control
setting (condenser control setting).

As shown in FIG. 18, with respect to the control setting, the
cut-in/cut-off high-pressure side pressure is defined for each
of'the condenser fans 13, and it is regulated that the condenser
fans 13 are successively cut in as the high-pressure side pres-
sure increases. The cut-in/cut-oft high-pressure side pressure
described above is provided with a hysteresis to prevent chat-
tering. In the condensation capacity control, the high-pres-
sure side pressure of the rack system refrigerating machine 3
is monitored. As shown in FIG. 19, a condenser fan 13 which
reaches the cut-in pressure due to the variation of the high-
pressure side pressure is turned on, and a condenser fan 13
which reaches the cut-out pressure is turned off. Accordingly,
only condenser fans 13 meeting the condensation capacity
required to the rack system refrigerating machine 3 are
driven, so that the power consumption can be reduced as
compared with the case where all the condenser fans 13 are
driven.

On the basis of the cooling state of the low-temperature
showcases 7, the cut-in/cut-off set values of each of the con-
denser fans 13 are varied so as to obtain a sufficient conden-
sation capacity with which the cooling state (cooling degree)
of'the low-temperature showcases 7 is kept excellent, and this
will be described later.

Returning to FIG. 17, the control setting storing unit 42A
stores the control setting input from the control setting input
unit 50, and the showcase communicating unit 46 communi-
cates with the microcomputer 23 of each low-temperature
showcase 7 through the communicating line 24. Through this
communication line, the in-store temperature, the in-store set
temperature and the deviation temperature in each low-tem-
perature showcase are obtained.

As described with reference to the above embodiments, the
cooling state determining unit 47 determines whether the
cooling state of each low-temperature showcase 7 is good or
not good. When the determination result of the cooling state
determining unit 47 is “good”, it is estimated that a surplus
occurs in the cooling capacity of the rack system refrigerating
machine 3, and there is no problem in the cooling state of the
low-temperature showcases 7 even when the condensation
capacity is lowered. Therefore, in order to reduce the power
consumption of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 by
reducing the condensation capacity, the control unit 40
increases the set value of the cut-in/cut-off of each condenser
fan 13 defined in the control setting by only a predetermined
value AP so that the number of condenser fans 13 to be
operated is reduced. Conversely, when the determination
result of the cooling state determining unit 47 is “not good”,
in order to indicate that the cooling capacity of the rack
system refrigerating machine 3 lacks, the control unit 40
reduces the set value of the cut-in/cut-out of each condenser
fan 13 defined in the control setting by only the predetermined
value AP to increase the number of condenser fans 13 to be
operated, so that the cooling state of the low-temperature
showcases 7 is kept excellent by increasing the condensation
capacity.

The condenser controller communicating unit 51A outputs
the control data generated by the control unit 40 to the con-
denser controller 8 through the communication line 24. The
control data contains the variable value of the control setting
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which varies the set value of the cut-in/cut-off in accordance
with the cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7.

FIG. 20 is a block diagram showing the functional con-
struction of the condenser controller 8.

In FIG. 20, the control unit 20 centrally controls each part
of the condenser controller 8, and generates a condenser fan
control signal for controlling turn-on/off of each of the con-
denser fans 13 installed in the rack system refrigerating
machine 3. For example, it is constructed to have a micro-
computer.

A controller communicating unit 81 communicates with
the main controller 4 through the communication line 24 to
receive the control setting and the control data (a variable
value of the control setting). A control setting storing unit 82
stores the control setting. A detection value of the high-pres-
sure side pressure is input to a high-pressure side pressure
sensor input unit 83 from the high-pressure side sensor 28
which is provided to the rack system refrigerating machine 3.
The control unit 80 generates the condenser fan control signal
for turning on/off the condenser fans 13 according to the
detection value of the high-pressure side pressure and the
control setting. A condenser fan control signal output unit 84
outputs the condenser fan control signal to each condenser fan
13 of the rack system refrigerating machine 3.

Next, the operation of the thus-constructed cooling system
1 will be described.

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing the operation of the main
controller 4 together with the operation of the condenser
controller 8. At the initial stage that the cooling system 1 is
installed, the control setting is unclear and thus the control
setting based on the construction of the condensers 11 and the
condenser fans 13 is input to the main controller 4 by aservice
man or the like (step S1C). This control setting is transmitted
to the condenser controller 8 (step S2C). The control setting
concerned is received by the condenser controller 8 (step
S10C), and held in the control setting storage unit 82 of the
condenser controller 8. Thereafter, the power source of the
compressors 9 is turned on to start the operation of the com-
pressors 9, and the low-temperature showcases 7 are cooled.

During cooling of the low-temperature showcases 7, that
is, during operation of the cooling system 1, the main con-
troller 4 acquires the deviation temperature between the in-
case temperature and the in-case set temperature from all the
low-temperature showcases 7 every fixed time (for example,
10 seconds to 60 seconds) (step S3C, and determines the
cooling state of each low-temperature showcase 7. Then,
when the cooling state is good (step S5C: YES), the main
controller 4 increases the value of the cut-in/cut-off of each
condenser fan 13 by only AP (step S6C) to reduce the power
consumption of the rack system refrigerating machine 3.
Conversely, when the cooling state is not good (step S5C:
NO), the main controller 4 reduces the value of the cut-in/cut-
offof'each condenser fan 13 by only AP (step S7C) to enhance
the condensation capacity, thereby keeping the cooling per-
formance of the low-temperature showcases 7.

In the above processing, the set value of the cut-in/cut-off
is increased/reduced by only AP in conformity with the cool-
ing state of the low-temperature showcases 7, whereby the
condensation capacity is stepwise varied and thus rapid varia-
tion is prevented.

When varying the set value of the cut-in/cut-off of each
condenser fan 13 on the basis of the cooling state of the
low-temperature showcase 7 as described above, the main
controller 4 transmits the varied set value (control set variable
value) as control data to the condenser controller 8 (step S8C).
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Then, the main controller 4 returns the processing procedure
to step S3C to monitor the cooling state of the low-tempera-
ture showcases 7.

Accordingly, The control setting which is varied in accor-
dance with the cooling state of the low-temperature show-
cases 7 is received as control data by the condenser controller
8 (step S11C), and the condenser controller 8 performs con-
densation capacity control of the condensers 11 while reflect-
ing the control setting.

As described above, according to this embodiment, there is
provided the condenser controller 8 which is configures to
acquire the control setting (condenser control setting)
required for the condensation capacity control of the con-
densers 11 installed in the rack system refrigerating machine
3, receives the control data for varying the condensation
capacity on the basis of the cooling state of the low-tempera-
ture showcases 7 from the main controller 4, and controls the
condensation capacity ofthe condensers 11 onthe basis of the
control setting and the control data. Therefore, even in the
cooling system 1 having the rack system refrigerating
machine 3 constructed by arbitrarily selecting condensers 11
from some types of condensers and freely installing the
selected condensers, the cooling capacity of the rack system
refrigerating machine 3 can be controlled through the con-
densation capacity in accordance with the cooling state of the
low-temperature showcases 7 without providing any micro-
computer to the rack system refrigerating machine 3. There-
fore, both the maintenance of the cooling performance of the
low-temperature showcases 7 and the enhancement of the
energy saving of the refrigerating machine are implemented.

Particularly, according to this embodiment, with respect to
the control setting, the cut-in/cut-off set values are defined by
the high-pressure side pressure every plural condenser fans
13, the main controller 4 generates data of varied cut-in/cut-
off set value of each condenser fan 13 as control data on the
basis of the cooling state of the low-temperature showcase 7,
and the condenser controller 8 turns on or off each condenser
fan 13 on the basis of the control setting, the control data and
the high-pressure side pressure of the rack system refrigerat-
ing machine 3.

According to this construction, the number of condenser
fans 13 to be actuated is determined in accordance with the
required condensation capacity. Therefore, the power con-
sumption of the rack system refrigerating machine 3 can be
reduced in accordance with the cooling state of the low-
temperature showcase 7.

Furthermore, according to this construction, in a case
where the degree of contribution to the condensation capacity
is different every condenser tan 13 due to the relative arrange-
ment position to the condensers 11, the air flowing amount,
the rotational number, etc. of the condenser fans 13 when the
turn-on/off of each of the condenser fans 13 is defined for
high-pressure side pressure, a higher energy saving effect can
be obtained by determining the order of turn-on/off of the
respective condenser fans 13 to the high-pressure side pres-
sure in accordance with the degree of the contribution to the
condensation capacity.

The embodiments described above are merely embodi-
ments representing the present invention, and any modifica-
tion and application may be made within the scope of the
invention.

For example, in each of the above embodiments, the plural
capacity fixed type compressors 9 are provided to construct
the rack system refrigerating machine 3, however, the present
invention is not limited to this style. The number of compres-
sors 9 may be set to one, and the cooling capacity may be
controlled by turning on/off the compressor 9 concerned.
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Furthermore, the present invention is not limited to the
construction that the capacity is controlled by the plural
capacity fixed type compressors 9. The rack system refriger-
ating machine may be constructed by installing capacity fixed
type inverter compressors, and the capacity may be controlled
by subjecting the inverter compressors concerned to inverter
control. In this case, the control rule of the inverter control
corresponding to the deviation pressure between the detec-
tion value of the low-pressure side pressure and the low-
pressure side pressure set value is used as the control setting.

Furthermore, for example, in the first to third embodiments
described above, the rack system refrigerating machine 3 is
constructed by freely combining compressors as main ele-
ments for determining the cooling capacity. However, con-
densers (condensers) may be alternatively adopted as main
elements. In this case, as described with reference to the
fourth embodiment, the high-pressure side pressure is used as
a control index for the cooling capacity of the rack system
refrigerating machine 3, and the capacity (air flowing
amount) of the condenser fans is controlled to control the
high-pressure side pressure.

In the first embodiment described above, the maintenance
of'the cooling performance of the low-temperature showcases
7 and the energy saving performance of the rack system
refrigerating machine 3 are performed by reflecting the “good
or not good” of the cooling state to the capacity control of the
compressors 9. However, the stability of the cooling state of
the low-temperature showcases 7 may be reflected to the
capacity control of the compressors 9.

Furthermore, the operation environmental condition
shown in the respective embodiment is not limited to itself.
Furthermore, in the embodiments, the low-pressure side pres-
sure set value of the refrigerating machine is adjusted as the
control data, however, the present invention is not limited to
this style. Any control target associated with the cooling
capacity and power consumption of the cooling system may
be targeted. Furthermore, the low-pressure side pressure set
value is adjusted at a period of one minute in each embodi-
ment. However, the present invention is not limited to this
style. a period of 10 minutes, 30 minutes, one hour, one hour
and 30 minutes, two hours or the like may be properly
selected in accordance with a use situation.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 cooling system

2 refrigeration circuit

3 rack system refrigerating machine

4 main controller (main control device)

5a, 5b refrigerant pipe

6 compressor controller (main element control device)
7 low-temperature showcase (load facilities)

9 compressor (main element)

11 condenser (main element)

13 condenser fan (main element)

21 in-case temperature sensor

22 in-store temperature sensor (indoor temperature sensor)
26 low-pressure side pressure sensor

27 outside air temperature sensor

41 data base

47 cooling state determining unit

50 control setting input unit

61 control communicating unit (receiving means)
Te average deviation temperature

Ti in-store temperature

To out-of-store temperature

t time zone
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The invention claimed is:

1. A cooling system comprising:

arefrigeration circuit constructed by connecting a plurality

of load facilities in parallel through a refrigerant pipe to
a rack system refrigerating machine defined as an
assembly that comprises capacity-fixed type compres-
sors for varying a cooling capacity of the rack system
refrigerating machine, a condenser and a condenser fan,
a number of the compressors constituting the rack sys-
tem refrigerating machine being freely determinable ata
user side when the rack system refrigerating machine is
installed;

amain control device configured to acquire control data for

controlling the cooling capacity of the rack system
refrigerating machine on the basis of a cooling state of
the load facilities only after the rack system refrigerating
machine is installed at the user side, learn the control
data in accordance with variation of an operation envi-
ronmental condition under which the rack system refrig-
erating machine is installed and operated so that an
optimum cooling capacity is obtained under the envi-
ronmental condition, and output the learned control
data, the control data comprising control setting for
defining a compressor control rule for determining a
number of compressors to be operated in accordance
with a cooling state of the load facilities, and a low-
pressure side pressure set value as a target value of the
cooling capacity of the rack system refrigerating
machine which is variable in accordance with the opera-
tion environmental condition; and

a compressor control device provided separately from the

rack system refrigerating machine, and configured to
receive the control data from the main control device
only after the rack system refrigerating machine is
installed at the user side, and control the number of
compressor to be operated on the basis of the control
data.

2. The cooling system according to claim 1, wherein the
compressor control device controls the compressors on the
basis of the control setting so that the cooling capacity of the
rack system refrigerating machine approaches to the target
value.

3. The cooling system according to claim 1, wherein the
control setting is information for defining capacity control of
the compressors constructing the rack system refrigerating
machine.

4. The cooling system according to claim 2, wherein the
main control device accumulates the low-pressure side pres-
sure set values and a determination result of the cooling state
of the loading facilities at a predetermined period to learn
optimum low-pressure side pressure set values under opera-
tion environmental conditions, and registers the optimum
low-pressure side pressure set values into a data base in asso-
ciation with the operation environmental conditions, and the
compressor control device receives a detection value of low-
pressure side pressure of the rack system refrigerating
machine to calculate a deviation pressure between the detec-
tion value and the optimum low-pressure side pressure set
value contained in the received control data, and controls the
compressors on the basis of the deviation pressure and the
control setting contained in the received control data.

5. The cooling system according to claim 4, wherein the
control setting is information for defining capacity control of
the compressors constructing the rack system refrigerating
machine in accordance with the deviation pressure between
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the low-pressure side pressure of the rack refrigerating
machine and the optimum low-pressure side pressure set
value.

6. The cooling system according to claim 1, wherein the
load facilities are low-temperature showcases that construct a
refrigeration cycle with the rack system refrigerating
machine.

7. The cooling system according to claim 1, wherein the
main control device is configured to acquire the control set-
ting and output the control setting to the compressor control
device only after the rack system refrigerating machine is
installed at the user side.

8. A cooling system comprising:

arefrigeration circuit constructed by connecting a plurality
of'load facilities in parallel through a refrigerant pipe to
a rack system refrigerating machine defined as an
assembly that comprises capacity-fixed type compres-
sors for varying a cooling capacity of the rack system
refrigerating machine, a condenser and a condenser fan,
a number of the compressors constituting the rack sys-
tem refrigerating machine being determined when the
compressors are installed;

a main control device configured to generate and output
control data for controlling the cooling capacity of the
rack system refrigerating machine on the basis of a cool-
ing state of the load facilities, the control data having
control setting that determines a compressor control rule
for determining the number of compressors to be oper-
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ated in accordance with the cooling state of the load
facilities and is input to the main control device only
after the rack system refrigerating machine is installed,
and a low-pressure side pressure set value that is a target
value of the cooling capacity of the rack system refrig-
erating machine and is variable in accordance with an
operation environmental condition under which the rack
system refrigerating machine is installed and operated;
and

a compressor control device configured to acquire the con-
trol data from the main control device, determine the
number of compressors to be operated on the basis ofthe
acquired control data, and control the compressors on
the basis of the control setting and the low-pressure side
pressure value,

wherein the main control device is configured to learn the
low-pressure side pressure set value in accordance with
variation of the operation environmental condition of the
rack system refrigerating machine to acquire an opti-
mum value of the low-pressure side pressure value, reg-
ister the optimum value of the low-pressure side pres-
sure set value into a data base, generate control data
containing at least the optimum value of the low-pres-
sure side pressure set value read out from the register and
output the generated control data to the compressor con-
trol device when the operation environmental condition
varies.



